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 To meet men
 
 the expressed wishes of
 
 officers
 
 and enlisted
 
 of the United States Battleship Indiana for
 
 manent record of the
 
 ship's doings in the
 
 United States and Spain, 189S, prepared, with the hope that
 
 it
 
 some
 
 to
 
 per-
 
 book has been
 
 this small
 
 may,
 
 some
 
 war between the
 
 answer
 
 extent,
 
 that purpose.
 
 The series
 
 illustrations are taken,
 
 of
 
 most
 
 for the
 
 part,
 
 from a
 
 photographs made by Chaplain Cassard of the
 
 Indiana.
 
 These photographs have of
 
 them
 
 Chaplain
 
 a
 
 war
 
 were negatives stored at the time the
 
 Spanish
 
 history of their
 
 shell
 
 of
 
 came on board and
 
 When
 
 ploded, as told in Chapter Seven.
 
 own. Most
 
 the stateroom
 
 in
 
 the ex-
 
 he entered his room
 
 after the explosion he found his camera, film rolls, etc., mingled
 
 with the
 
 rest of the
 
 contents of his room in the middle of the
 
 floor in four inches of water.
 
 were exposed
 
 Some
 
 of the undeveloped films
 
 to the rays of electric light
 
 and that accounts
 
 for
 
 the peculiar appearance of several of the illustrations in this
 
 volume, although
 
 For the
 
 amount
 
 it
 
 adds interest to them.
 
 benefit of
 
 of space
 
 ing the vessel.
 
 is
 
 friends
 
 of
 
 the ship ashore
 
 a
 
 small
 
 devoted to general information concern-
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 INTRODUCTION A
 
 desire on the part of the crew
 
 to preserve
 
 some record
 
 of
 
 the services of a man-of-war performed during a stirring period in the country's history is natural
 
 and commendable.
 
 in the case of the Indiana, the services have
 
 When,
 
 as
 
 been valuable and
 
 have assisted in bringing to a triumphant close a war undertaken for the high and noble purpose of avenging affronts to the nation and bringing aid to suffering peoples living near our shores, this
 
 praiseworthy desire deserves to be recognized. In the case of a vessel whose officers and crew are frequently
 
 being changed, such a record should be prepared soon after the events have occurred, and to be
 
 full in detail
 
 must be a compila-
 
 tion of official documents and personal description.
 
 This has
 
 been undertaken in the case of the Indiana by certain of the officers and crew; and the work of Chaplain Cassard in editing
 
 and
 
 of Chief
 
 specially
 
 Yeoman Mero
 
 in
 
 compiling and publishing are
 
 commendable.
 
 The Indiana's record has
 
 special interest on account of her un-
 
 While drilling
 
 interrupted presence at the scene of hostilities.
 
 and preparing
 
 for
 
 war
 
 at Tortugas
 
 and
 
 off
 
 Key West
 
 she heard,
 
 on the 15th of February, of the destruction of the Maine, and the news of the declaration of war which followed in April came to
 
 men
 
 thoroughly ready for war and eager for revenge.
 
 Some
 
 ships went north to join other squadrons, but the Indiana reat the front and in the heart of the scene of war from January to August, when she sailed from Guantanamo for home. The blockade of Havana and the campaign against Puerto Rico, the series of events which brought about the important duty of convoying General Shafter's army to Santiago a work
 
 mained close
 
 —
 
 of
 
 much
 
 difficulty resulting in
 
 complete success
 
 ;
 
 the blockade
 
 INTRODUCTION
 
 wi of Santiago
 
 and the bombardments connected therewith, culmi3d of July with Cervera's squadron;
 
 nating in the battle of the
 
 the affair of the Mercedes and the long-range the city of Santiago
 
 —
 
 bombardment
 
 of
 
 these incidents, crowded into a short
 
 all
 
 space of time, gave to the Indiana a fulness of fighting experience and a completeness of record which was the fortune of but
 
 few \cssels in the war.
 
 Throughout all
 
 kinds,
 
 this
 
 period the readiness of the ship for service of
 
 and the cheerful eagerness
 
 of the officers
 
 indicated the degree of
 
 work or fighting,
 
 attained and of which
 
 all
 
 and crew
 
 efficiency
 
 she
 
 for
 
 had
 
 persons connected with the Indiana
 
 For them and their families, as well as for those citizens of the State of Indiana who have always evinced an eager and generous interest in the ship and sympathy with it
 
 may
 
 well be proud.
 
 in its triumphs, this
 
 be satisfactory to
 
 all
 
 book
 
 is
 
 published, with the hope that
 
 who wish
 
 to
 
 know
 
 ship Indiana's part during the war with Spain.
 
 #T
 
 £t~U-
 
 -
 
 C.
 
 /$*Sfttene of the transports
 
 loaded with pack mules, a most important
 
 equipment, ran short of water as we approached Inagua, and I was obliged to send her with escort of of
 
 part
 
 the army's
 
 naval vessels into the smooth water to leeward of the island, and transfer water
 
 from another army transport
 
 loss of these valuable
 
 to prevent the total
 
 animals.
 
 Turning the head of our column
 
 to the south at Inagua,
 
 and
 
 passing Cape Maysi and the south shore of
 
 Cuba at the distance despatch-boat to Guantanamo at day-
 
 of fifteen miles, I sent in a
 
 and
 
 light
 
 later to the fleet off Santiago to notify the
 
 When we
 
 the arrival of the convoy.
 
 south of Santiago entrance
 
 I
 
 received orders from Admiral Samp-
 
 son to remain in charge of the convoy, and hold a day or
 
 more
 
 until
 
 Admiral of
 
 reached a point 15 miles
 
 it
 
 off
 
 shore for
 
 the place of landing the troops had been
 
 decided upon.
 
 We ing so
 
 remained stationary during the
 
 much
 
 eral of
 
 that
 
 I
 
 loss of position
 
 first
 
 night, but in the
 
 morn-
 
 was noted from drifting, though sev-
 
 our small vessels worked energetically to whip them
 
 determined
 
 to
 
 in,
 
 keep the squadron and convoy underway
 
 during the second night, more especially because the hour de-
 
 termined upon for landing at Daiquiri was so early as
 
 no time I
 
 to adjust
 
 to leave
 
 any confusion in the convoy after daylight.
 
 therefore determined to keep under
 
 way
 
 in three
 
 columns dur-
 
 ing the second night, and turning the heads of columns a few
 
 points at a time, to avoid the risk of breaking the formation,
 
 make a circle during the night and approach Daiquiri from the W. S. W. with the port column composed of transports first to land near the shore.
 
 Requests from General Shafter for numerous changes of posi-
 
 among the ships of the convoy, not mentioned till the afternoon was well advanced, made the task difficult, and orders from the Commander-in-Chief to make certain disposition which did not reach me until nearly midnight, all combined to render the night's task difficult to perform. By the constant and untiring work of all the naval vessels, the evolution was, with slight extion
 
 ceptions, successfully carried out, and at daylight the heads of
 
 columns approached Daiquiri.
 
 The
 
 St.
 
 Louis and
 
 New
 
 Orleans
 
 Y
 
 1
 
 EVENTS OF THE YEAR were lying
 
 off that
 
 21
 
 point of the coast, and as the Indiana ap-
 
 proached, the Spanish
 
 flag
 
 on the blockhouse on the
 
 bluff over-
 
 looking the landing was hauled down, and the building at the wharf and other points in the village were set on fire by the
 
 enemy, who then withdrew. My orders were imperative to bring the Indiana to the Santiago blockade as soon as the transports were in a position for I therefore hauled down the landing their troops at Daiquiri. soon as a number of them had taken senior officer's pennant as
 
 and steered for the Commander-in-Chief off Santiago. Arriving there at 8.25 a.m., the flagship signalled the Indiana
 
 position,
 
 go close in. Understanding this signal to mean us to engage the batteries, and the Texas being already engaged, we went in and opened infire, first on the eastern battery and the Morro, and later, ha\ entrance, the across westward silenced them, we steamed to the
 
 at 9.25 a.m. to
 
 engaging the Socapa and Punta Gorda batteries, until signalled These batteries engaged us briskly, and their proto withdraw. generally wild, fell at times quite near us, one though jectiles,
 
 them exploding under water so near the ship's side as to dish one of the bow plates. After this affair the Indiana resumed her station on the block-
 
 of
 
 duty without incident of special of the note, outside the engagements, throughout the remainder
 
 ade, and remained on that
 
 campaign.
 
 On
 
 the 30th of June the Indiana went to
 
 Guantanamo
 
 for coal,
 
 would attack the batteries and keep them engaged while and 2d, on entrance July at Santiago the city, would advance of front in position in then the army, As this promthe city. protected which intrenchments the upon while there learned that the fleet
 
 hastened her coaling and ised to be a serious action, the Indiana finished at midnight of July 1st. just returned At 4.30 a.m. on July 2d, the Indiana having
 
 Indiana, " Take from Guantanamo, the flagship signalled the the batteries engage We Oregon. and position between flagship to obedience In call." Staunton's Mr. Receive at daylight. at 5.25 and action, for cleared assigned, station signal took this
 
 beat to general quarters.
 
 Closing inshore, a bombardment of
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 the eastern batteries was
 
 commenced with
 
 obedience to Ceneral Signal Xo.
 
 commenced again
 
 the port battery, in
 
 At 6.15 ceased firing, but 6.31, having obtained permission to do so
 
 at
 
 i.
 
 by signal. •
 
 At 6.45 ceased firing and took position to westward, and at
 
 opened fire with starboard battery upon Punta Gorda BatAt 7.32 ceased firing and secured in obedience to signal. Many shots fell near us, but we were not struck. When close under the Morro one of our shots appeared to carry away the Spanish flag there. While the crew were at quarters at 9.37 a.m. of July 3d, pre7.05
 
 ter)'.
 
 liminary to general muster, noted two guns fired from the Iowa and general signal, " Enemy's ships escaping," flying. At once cleared ship for action, and the crew were at the guns in a re-
 
 markably short time, the
 
 officers
 
 and men showing an
 
 alacrity that
 
 indicated clearly. their pleasure at the opportunity offered them.
 
 The Spanish squadron was seen emerging from the harbor, and moments a general action ensued. The leading ship,
 
 in a few
 
 which proved
 
 to
 
 be the Infanta Maria Teresa, flying the
 
 flag of
 
 Vice-Admiral Cervera, was followed by the other vessels of the squadron as follows Vizcaya, Cristobal Colon, Oquendo, and :
 
 The enemy's and our ships headed in the same direction, keeping as nearly abreast of them as possible. This ship fired on all of them as they came out one by one, the torpedo-boat destroyers
 
 vessels
 
 headed
 
 to
 
 Furor and Pluton.
 
 the westward,
 
 and continued the action later by Teresa,
 
 seen to
 
 firing principally at the Maria Oquendo, Furor, and Pluton. Several of our shells were take effect on these vessels. Our secondary battery guns
 
 were directed principally on the destroyers, as also were the 6-inch guns.
 
 The
 
 destroyers were sunk through the agency of
 
 our guns and those of the Gloucester, which vessel had
 
 come up
 
 and engaged them close aboard.
 
 The vessel,
 
 initial fire of all
 
 the Spanish ships was directed at this
 
 and although falling very close, only struck the ship
 
 twice, without injury to ship or crew.
 
 Our ranges were obtained by stadimetre angles on the Morro emerged, and then by angles on the tops of the rear ships. The ranges were from forty-five hundred to two thousand as the ships
 
 EVENTS OF THE YEAR yards, observed
 
 from the tops.
 
 From
 
 25
 
 the bridge
 
 I
 
 could see
 
 was excellent and showed its effects. One of our 13-inch shells was seen to enter the Maria Teresa under the quarter-deck and explode, and that ship was observed on fire that our shooting
 
 very shortly after.
 
 We
 
 were now very well
 
 drilling of the battery
 
 and
 
 satisfied with the results of persistent firing at a target, to
 
 which we had given
 
 such close attention during the twelve months preceding the war. Our percentage of hits, judging by the eye, was very large, and the
 
 fire
 
 from
 
 this ship alone
 
 was so accurate and so sustained as
 
 and to inflict upon which greatly hastened the end of the battle. The Vizcaya, Oquendo, and Maria Teresa all felt the effects of our guns, the last two being under our fire until they surrendered. The Pluton and the Furor, which were engaged by the Glouto beat
 
 them
 
 down
 
 the
 
 fire
 
 of the Spanish ships,
 
 injuries
 
 cester,
 
 were practically destroyed by the
 
 fire
 
 of the secondary
 
 .battery of the Indiana.
 
 About 10.15 observed the Maria Teresa and Oquendo on fire for the beach, the fire from their guns having ceased.
 
 and heading
 
 devoted our special attention to prevent the escape of the destroyers, which appeared to be more than a match for the Gloucester, she being the only small vessel near to engage them. 6They were seen to blow up, apparently hit by our 6-inch and
 
 We now
 
 our large guns at the Vizcaya, which She made for the beach soon after on fire and battery silenced. These ships hauled down their colors as The Spanish flagship hoisted the they made for the beach.
 
 pounder guns.
 
 We now fired
 
 was at long range.
 
 white
 
 flag as
 
 she grounded.
 
 We now ceased
 
 firing.
 
 The Colon was observed
 
 well over the
 
 and western horizon closely pursued by the Brooklyn, Oregon, full steaming York, The flagship New Texas, off shore of her. sigsurrendered, Vizcaya the speed to the westward, as soon as nalled us, "
 
 Several guard entrance of harbor." noon At ships. burning the board On observed explosions were to obedience in station our for eastward the to turned and stood
 
 Go back and
 
 the above signal.
 
 Observed the Harvard and several transports
 
 standing to the westward. About 12.30 the Resolute came within hail and informed us
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 by megaphone that a Spanish battleship was sighted to the east-
 
 ward standing toward
 
 us.
 
 Later the Harvard passed, confirming
 
 the information, and adding that the ship was painted white.
 
 We made
 
 out the vessel ahead and stood for her with our guns
 
 She proved
 
 bearing.
 
 Maria Theresa.
 
 to
 
 be the Austrian armored cruiser Kaiserin
 
 She sent an
 
 mission to enter the harbor. in-Chief.
 
 officer
 
 on board and requested per-
 
 referred
 
 I
 
 him
 
 to the
 
 Commander-
 
 She then stood to the westward and we resumed our
 
 station.
 
 After the destruction of Cervera's off
 
 fleet
 
 the Indiana continued
 
 Santiago de Cuba until July 17th, partaking in the long-range
 
 bombardment
 
 on July 10th and nth. Guantanamo Bay, where repairs were made upon her boilers by her own force and that of the Vulcan. At the same time all preparations were made for
 
 On
 
 of that city
 
 the 17th the Indiana proceeded to
 
 the voyage across the ocean with covering squadron with the
 
 This being abandoned, the
 
 Eastern Squadron.
 
 Guantanamo with arrived in
 
 The up
 
 New York
 
 flagship
 
 Indiana
 
 left
 
 and other armored ships and
 
 on August 20th.
 
 ships there received a public welcome, the fleet steaming
 
 to Grant's
 
 to the
 
 the
 
 tomb,
 
 anchorage
 
 off
 
 firing a salute in passing,
 
 and then returning
 
 Tompkinsville. Respectfully,
 
 H. C. Taylor, Captain U.
 
 S.
 
 Navy, Commanding U.
 
 Tin: Secretary of the Navy,
 
 Washington, D.
 
 C.
 
 S. S.
 
 Indiana.
 
 M, ».?*
 
 I'
 
 a
 
 I
 
 z
 
 .CHAPTER
 
 II
 
 GETTING READY FOR HOSTILITIES
 
 A
 
 Running Story
 
 of the
 
 under Fire, and a
 
 Of
 
 all
 
 Indiana's
 
 Word
 
 the ships of the
 
 Preparations
 
 for
 
 War, her Conduct
 
 Picture of Events on Board in Action.
 
 Navy
 
 that participated in the
 
 war cam-
 
 paign around the Cuban and Puerto Rican coasts, perhaps none
 
 saw more service than did the United States battleship Indiana. So
 
 it
 
 is
 
 quite
 
 that in telling the story of one war the Indiana should be taken as a typical
 
 appropriate
 
 ship's part in the
 
 subject.
 
 There were other things in addition to and sinking enemy's fleets
 
 fortifications,
 
 of the officers
 
 down
 
 occupy the attention and men on board ship during the short time the
 
 war lasted and the exciting weeks ties,
 
 fighting, battering
 
 just
 
 to
 
 preceding active hostili-
 
 but they have been rather lost sight of by the general public
 
 in admiring contemplation of the great work with the guns, the
 
 spectacular finale of the whole
 
 affair.
 
 But thrown into the back-
 
 ground by the more popular and more noisy demonstrations, these preliminary
 
 movements were nevertheless
 
 of great impor-
 
 tance, and in one of the most important the Indiana was very
 
 This was the convoying of General Shafter's
 
 actively concerned.
 
 army from Tampa
 
 to
 
 Santiago under the
 
 command of Captain Upon the com-
 
 Taylor, with the Indiana as senior or flag ship.
 
 manding
 
 officer of this ship
 
 devolved the task of arranging for
 
 the safe transportation of the sixteen thousand soldiers and the
 
 protection of the thirty-five transporting steamers from possible
 
 Spanish attack on the way.
 
 That
 
 this
 
 was done so successfully, and the expedition landed on time and without a single mis-
 
 at the prearranged destination
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 hap worthy of mention,
 
 who made
 
 officers
 
 reflects
 
 no
 
 upon the naval
 
 little credit
 
 the plans and carried
 
 them
 
 gratulation
 
 upon the
 
 safe
 
 But to start at the beginning.
 
 common
 
 much
 
 con-
 
 and successful undertaking. Preparation for active warfare,
 
 which came according to expectations Indiana, in
 
 Captain
 
 out.
 
 Taylor was the recipient of many words of praise and
 
 with
 
 all
 
 was begun by the
 
 later,
 
 the other ships of the
 
 Among
 
 diately after the destruction of the Maine.
 
 imme-
 
 fleet,
 
 other things
 
 in the way of preparation was the removal of every particle of woodwork that could be dispensed with. This included all the wooden sheathing on the inside of the iron sides of the ship in the officers' rooms, the ward-room, and the cabin, as well as mess
 
 chests
 
 The
 
 and many useful but not indispensable
 
 value of this wholesale tearing out of
 
 in the case of the Indiana,
 
 articles forward.
 
 woodwork was shown
 
 when a Spanish
 
 shell
 
 from a shore
 
 mortar battery came down through the quarter-deck and set
 
 fire
 
 what there was combustible in the ward-room passage-way. Had the usuar amount of woodwork been there, the fire might
 
 to
 
 have been a serious one instead of a small blaze extinguished with perfect ease.
 
 Target practice was a feature of the Indiana's preparation, and
 
 continued a feature until there came a time
 
 to
 
 show the
 
 results
 
 at
 
 San Juan de Puerto Rico, and later on with Genera's squadron
 
 at
 
 Santiago.
 
 Not only was the wisdom
 
 fusion under
 
 fire,
 
 a
 
 of the preparation
 
 shown
 
 by the absence of convery important element of actual war which
 
 by the accuracy of the gun-fire, but
 
 as well
 
 —
 
 American possessed and the Spaniards seemed to lack one explanation of the actual difference between the two forces when on paper their strength was more nearly equal. the
 
 The Indiana's I
 
 lavana.
 
 Key
 
 first
 
 active war duty was
 
 Having been
 
 at
 
 in
 
 the blockade of
 
 Dry Tortugas, she steamed up
 
 to
 
 Sand
 
 light to join the rest of the fleet, only to find the other ships
 
 already on their way to Havana.
 
 So the Indiana
 
 fell into posi-
 
 and Captain Evans of the Iowa megaphoned over to Captain Taylor: "War was declared yesterday; we are now going to blockade Havana." A hearty cheer went up from the
 
 tion,
 
 men news.
 
 as
 
 they heard this long-expected and eagerly anticipated
 
 GETTING READY FOR HOSTILITIES
 
 An hour the
 
 first
 
 later
 
 and one
 
 of the fleet
 
 had taken a prize and
 
 hostile shot of the war in doing
 
 Closing in on Havana, in
 
 all
 
 fired
 
 it.
 
 preparations were
 
 kind any warm reception the guns of the
 
 waiting for the ships.
 
 3
 
 The Indiana cleared
 
 made
 
 forts
 
 to return
 
 might have
 
 for action,
 
 and her
 
 13-inch turret guns were ready to do the work for which they
 
 were built.
 
 Havana did not expect
 
 a fleet of American warships just at
 
 developed afterward. From the deck of the Indiana the city could be seen in full enjoyment of life and gayety, streets and buildings brilliantly illuminated and thronged that time, as
 
 it
 
 When the approach of the American ships was discovered there was doubtless a hurried consultation of officials in the city, for it was not long before the lights began to disappear
 
 with people.
 
 one by one. By means of a long glass the people in the streets could be seen hurrying either to the water front to verify rumors or hastening in the opposite direction toward their homes. It was not very long before the city was thoroughly aroused to dangers they knew not liancy
 
 throughout the
 
 of,
 
 and darkness took the place of brilBut no shots were fired, and
 
 city.
 
 Havana was unharmed. Nerve-wearing blockade duty continued with few incidents of importance until the news came of the approach of Admiral Cervera's squadron, about the only relief being the prospect of a cable-cutting expedition of which the Indiana was to be senior
 
 ship and Captain Taylor in
 
 manded by
 
 command, but which was counter-
 
 orders from Washington just as the work was about
 
 to be begun.
 
 Another item of interest about
 
 this
 
 time was the capturing of
 
 a prize, the Spanish ship Panama, by the Mangrove, assisted by the Indiana.
 
 It
 
 was on April 25th that the Panama
 
 tim to these vessels, after a
 
 little
 
 fell
 
 a vic-
 
 persuasion in the shape of a
 
 Mangrove and a 6-pounder shot across by Boatswain Dowling of the Indiana. As the Spanish colors went down, a cheer that shook the ship went up from the battleship's decks, and there was a goodnatured rivalry to get into the prize crew which was to go on plucky attack by the the steamer's
 
 bow
 
 fired
 
 board the Panama to take her into port.
 
 This prize crew was
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 made up
 
 entirely of
 
 Indiana men, with Cadet
 
 Falconer
 
 in
 
 charge.*
 
 Leaving the Havana blockade, the Indiana went with Admiral
 
 Sampson and
 
 his fleet in search of Cervera's ships, with the in tention of engaging them in battle. It was thought they might have put into San Juan, and so to the Puerto Rican coast the fleet proceeded. Arriving there while the gray of dawn was creeping up from the east on the morning of May 12th, the fleet formed in hne of battle, with the Indiana next to the Iowa, which was being used for the occasion as flagship. In anticipation of action all hands were called aft and mustered on the quarter-deck In
 
 a brief speech Captain Taylor addressed the
 
 men who were about battle-a battle with, as it was supposed the enemy's powerful fleet, who were about to give the great bat' tleship her baptism of fire. He assured them of to go into their
 
 first
 
 his confidence under which they would to the country, to the ship on which they were serving and
 
 m their ability to bring credit fight,
 
 to the flag
 
 to themselves.
 
 At signal from the flagship, the vessels closed in on San [uan and opened a fire to which the guns of the Spanish forts on shore made a spirited reply. Three times the ships steamed past the forts, maintaining a brisk fire all the time at daylight
 
 The
 
 object of
 
 all
 
 this
 
 was to ascertain
 
 in the harbor with his fleet.
 
 It
 
 if Admiral Cervera was was soon demonstrated that he-
 
 was not, so the American ships drew out of action, the Spanish gunners sending a few shots after the ships as they went to sea but, like all the rest, these shots hit the water mostly. This bombardment was the first time under fire for the Indiana and she acquitted herself with great credit. It was a demonstration °1 the benefits of being ready and a proof of the wisdom of the preliminary practice and maintenance of war-time precaution The next move in the chase after Cervera's elusive fleet took the Ind.ana to Key West, where she, with the fleet, was ordered to be ready to make a dash across to Hava na to meet the Span•
 
 T
 
 O!;• s
 
 tTV ^
 
 "h
 
 ''•
 
 •
 
 V
 
 I5r ° dd
 
 Sca J B Hedei er Sea -: P. Downey, A. F. Kelly, App.; Sergt. C.Schneider; Privates Hescock, A. Holmberg, A. Gunter, T. H. r
 
 7' Maher, D. Looney, .'
 
 E
 
 er
 
 n •;^v.
 
 "
 
 '
 
 ;
 
 -
 
 '
 
 "
 
 s.
 
 *
 
 '
 
 ;
 
 Co.
 
 erni
 
 Seivers,
 
 W.
 
 O. Boyer,
 
 M
 
 Brooks
 
 "
 
 P.
 
 PORTER J
 
 VILE
 
 I Omayflower
 
 — 0-^^\ne»v
 
 I
 
 V£5«V10S
 
 „ v-rmo
 
 *
 
 j^ ro»K
 
 pbi-Tf-^
 
 ~
 
 Q
 
 DUPONT
 
 YARDS
 
 IOWA
 
 Q/4MPHITRITE
 
 Q MACHIAS
 
 A
 
 PURITAN
 
 Q
 
 Q'TMui
 
 s}-
 
 1600
 
 Q
 
 WILMINGTON
 
 /MILE
 
 NEWPORT
 
 NASHVILLE
 
 INDIANA
 
 ^ /)
 
 CASTINE
 
 DETROIT
 
 MARBLEHEAD kT"
 
 " " i POINTS
 
 HELENA
 
 WIN5LOW
 
 FLAN OF FORMATION OF FLEET ON THE Porter and Mayflower, advance scouts;
 
 WAY TO HAVANA,
 
 APRIL
 
 23,
 
 189S
 
 Wilmington and Dupont, Vesuvius and Ericsson, flankers; Dolphin and Foote, Helena and Winslow, raar guard.
 
 GETTING READY FOR HOSTILITIES
 
 35
 
 ish ships if they should come to that port. As everybody knows now they did not come, but went to Santiago de Cuba instead. So it became the fleet's duty to follow. The ships proceeded off the
 
 northwestern coast of Cuba, and there waited to head
 
 came
 
 off
 
 way from Santiago. Nothing being seen of them, the fleet made the next move and closed in on Santiago. The Indiana did not accompany the fleet to Santiago, but went to Key West instead for slight repairs and coaling the Spaniards
 
 if
 
 they
 
 that
 
 in anticipation of important convoy duty.
 
 It
 
 point that the army of invasion completed
 
 its
 
 sail, fleet.
 
 was while
 
 at this
 
 preparations to
 
 and the Indiana became senior ship of the naval convoying While the repairs on the Indiana were in progress her
 
 commanding
 
 officer
 
 expedition, the
 
 first
 
 was busy with the work of preparing for the
 
 movement
 
 of the sort in the history of the
 
 United States and one of the largest undertakings ever known.
 
 When
 
 everything was apparently ready for the convoys and
 
 transports to sail, there fleet just
 
 of its nature
 
 came
 
 the alarming news of a Spanish
 
 outside, waiting to play havoc with the troops and the
 
 The Indiana at once started out with several made a thorough three days' search of all and bays along the coast of Cuba to the north, as well
 
 ships en route.
 
 smaller vessels, and the inlets as
 
 of
 
 keeping a lookout on the open any sort could be discovered.
 
 sea, but not
 
 an unfriendly craft
 
 Captain Taylor returned and
 
 so reported to the authorities.
 
 Nothing further appearing navy being ready then, as at
 
 to
 
 keep the troops back, and the
 
 all
 
 times, the transports and con-
 
 voys sailed the middle of June, the Indiana acting as flagship
 
 and being
 
 at the right of the long triple column of vessels, each columns being headed by a warship. To keep the ships closed up and at the same time not hasten unduly the slower ships was one of the tasks which Captain Taylor had to accomplish. It was done by maintaining a rear-guard under command of a competent naval officer, and so making certain that none of
 
 of the
 
 the transports dropped to the rear too far.
 
 Arriving at the des-
 
 on the south coast of Cuba on the morning of June 20th, Captain Taylor sent in a despatch-boat to Guantanamo and Santiago to notify the naval authorities there of the approach of the tination
 
 THE BATTLESHIP INDIANA
 
 36
 
 troops, and the following day his big fleet was off Daiquiri wait-
 
 This was done two days
 
 ing to land.
 
 As soon
 
 later.
 
 as the
 
 troopships were in position the Indiana proceeded to Santiago
 
 de Cuba and took her blockading station, and remained there
 
 and the
 
 until the destruction of Cervera's fleet
 
 She reached there
 
 at a
 
 fall
 
 of the city.
 
 few minutes after eight o'clock on the
 
 of June 22d, and inside of an hour was busily at work helping the Texas engage the eastern battery and the guns of the
 
 morning
 
 Their guns silenced, the Indiana opened
 
 Morro.
 
 set of batteries,
 
 which happened
 
 fortifications.
 
 The gunners
 
 of these batteries
 
 made
 
 things very
 
 As hits
 
 near striking the
 
 Indiana that
 
 under the starboard bow, leaving
 
 A
 
 on the next
 
 Spanish gunnery was of the usual sort and the
 
 were few, but narrow escapes were plenty.
 
 plates.
 
 fire
 
 Socapa and Punta Gorda
 
 Indiana and the Texas, the two ships engaged.
 
 lively for the a rule the
 
 to be the
 
 One
 
 shell
 
 came
 
 exploded under water,
 
 it
 
 its
 
 so
 
 just
 
 imprint in one of the bow-
 
 few feet more and there would have been a hole down
 
 through the forecastle similar to the one the same guns put in the quarter-deck a few days later.
 
 The Indiana remained on blockade
 
 duty,
 
 leaving Santiago
 
 only occasionally for a flying trip to Guantanamo for coal.
 
 was there engaged in coaling, July
 
 1
 
 st,
 
 when the news came
 
 She that
 
 the fleet would attack Santiago the following day, while General Shafter's army, then supposed to be about to
 
 conducted an attack by land.
 
 The crew was
 
 march on the
 
 city,
 
 actively engaged in
 
 getting coal on board, a dirty job at the best and a fatiguing one
 
 Everything indicated that this would be a serious engagement and a decisive one. The Indiana would not be in it So all hands proceeded to hustle in unless work was pushed. obedience to orders. Every man knew why the rush orders were given, and that added tonic to weary limbs. So well did the men work that all the coal was on board at midnight of the first day of July. It was up anchor and away at once with never a minute for rest. The Indiana arrived and joined the rest of the At dayfleet before Santiago early on the morning of July 2d.
 
 as well.
 
 light,
 
 which on
 
 of the ships
 
 this
 
 opened
 
 gagement was on.
 
 morning was half-past five o'clock, the guns the forts promptly replied, and the enFor over two hours the firing was incessant, fire,
 
 «r*
 
 '^
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 and only when every Spanish gun was silenced the bombardment
 
 The Indiana escaped injury, not being hit a single time by any of the many shells falling and exploding all around her. The Squadron Official Bulletin, published during the Santiago blockade on the New York, gives the credit for shooting away ceased.
 
 Morro to either the Indiana or the Oregon, and the Indiana's people feel sure one of their guns did that bit' the Spanish flagon the
 
 of work.
 
 RANGE INDICATOR Used
 
 in action to
 
 show distance
 
 of ship from the
 
 enemy
 
 CHAPTER
 
 III
 
 MEMORABLE JULY THIRD The
 
 Part taken by the Indiana in the Exciting and Historical Events of that
 
 Day
 
 Santiago. Her Eager Pursuit of a Supposed Spanish The Sad Work of Mercy following the Battle. Official Congratulation. The Victorious Return North. at
 
 Battleship. (
 
 trders of
 
 After
 
 the
 
 bombardment came
 
 the great event of July 3d,
 
 which resulted in the destruction of an entire fleet of the enemy's ships of war (with the exception of one which remained afloat a
 
 Here the Indiana played
 
 day longer).
 
 The
 
 a very important part.
 
 reports and records tell the story.
 
 official
 
 They
 
 tell that
 
 the Indiana was closest in to the fleeing ships as they emerged
 
 one by one from the mouth of Santiago Harbor, that she gave and took the first fire of nearly every one of the Spanish vessels.
 
 made by Commander
 
 In a report
 
 G. Eaton, commanding the
 
 J.
 
 Resolute, which vessel was very (lose by during the early part of the fight, to Admiral Sampson, and which
 
 Department,
 
 it
 
 is
 
 the brunt of the
 
 first
 
 mander's report
 
 is
 
 "July
 
 is
 
 on
 
 file at
 
 the
 
 part of the fight.
 
 An
 
 extract from the
 
 com-
 
 given at the end of this chapter.
 
 1898," will always remain a marked date
 
 3,
 
 Navy
 
 stated by that officer that the Indiana stood
 
 mental calendar of every navy
 
 man who
 
 in the
 
 served on board the
 
 Indiana, or on any of the other ships that participated in the destruction of Spain's fine
 
 Admiral Cervera.
 
 The
 
 fleet
 
 of
 
 war vessels commanded by
 
 story of that day has been told and re-
 
 told hundreds of times since
 
 its
 
 naval history of the world, but
 
 it
 
 facts is
 
 were incorporated into the
 
 always of interest to partici-
 
 pants as well as those not so actively concerned.
 
 Eollowing
 
 is
 
 by Chaplain William G. Cassard of the This story was the events of the battle of that day.
 
 a description, written
 
 Indiana, of sent to the
 
 (
 
 iovernor of the State of Indiana, with the approval
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 ao
 
 of the Captain of the ship and the Commander-in-Chief of the fleet and the Secretary of the Navy. The
 
 correspondence and
 
 the article are given in full U.
 
 S.
 
 S.
 
 Indiana, First Rate
 
 GUANTANAMO, CUBA, July 20, 1898. To His Excellency the Governor of Indiana. Sir: I inclose a description of the part taken by the battleship Indiana the action of July d, between this fleet under 3 Admiral Sampson, and the Spanish fleet, under Admiral Cervera written by Chaplain Cassard, U.S.N. , serving ° on board the
 
 m
 
 Indiana. It
 
 my
 
 wish which is shared by all the officers and crew of the Indiana, that your Excellency should hear from us some account of this important service of our ship, which, having been named for your great commonwealth, has always received from the people of Indiana such friendly notice, as well as the most substantial generosity in the gift of the silver service presented to our ship by the State of Indiana. is
 
 Your Excellency maybe interested to know that in a skirmish with the batteries on the day following the action with Cervera s fleet-that is, on the night of July 4 th-a fragment of a shell which exploded after penetrating the ship, struck one of the chests containing the silver, and bent in the side of the punch bowl, the fragment remaining in the indentation made Ihe question had been discussed as to placing the silver on shore when the war began, but it was decided that it would probably be more pleasing to the people of your State, that their gift should share in all the hazards which the ship might undergo 1 have the honor to be, sir, yours very respectfully, H. C. Taylor, Captain U.
 
 S.
 
 U.
 
 Navy, Commanding U.
 
 S.
 
 Flagship
 
 New
 
 S. S.
 
 York, First Rate
 
 GUANTANAMO BAY, July
 
 To His Excellency
 
 Indiana.
 
 24,
 
 1
 
 898.
 
 Governor of Indiana. Sir: I have the honor and pleasure to forward herewith an account of the action of the 3d of July, in which the Indiana took so honorable a part. She upheld then, as she has always done in every respect, the good name of her namesake. Yours the
 
 very truly,
 
 W. Rear-Admiral U.
 
 T. Sampson,
 
 N., Commander-in-Chief U. Naval Force, North Atlantic Squadron. S.
 
 S.
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 Navy Department, Washington, August 9, 1898. It gives me great pleasure to forward you herewith a from Rear-Admiral Sampson, Commander-in-Chief United States naval force on the North Atlantic Station, inclosing a letter from Capt. H. C. Taylor, commanding officer of the Indiana, and an account of the part taken by the battleship Indiana in the engagement of July 3d, off Santiago. Very respectfully,
 
 Sir:
 
 letter
 
 John D. Long, Secretary of
 
 Tiik
 
 tin-
 
 Navy.
 
 Honorable the Governor of the State of Indiana, Indianapolis, Ind.
 
 Story of the
 
 Ship's
 
 Action
 
 On the morning of the memorable 3d of July the Indiana lay about two miles off the entrance to Santiago Harbor. The day opened clear and warm, and gave every promise of being not unlike the days of waiting that had preceded it. The hope that Cervera would come out and give battle, or attempt to escape, had been almost abandoned. But there had been no relaxation Searchlights played upon the entrance at night, and a constant and careful lookout was maintained by day every department of the ship was kept in the highest state of efficiency. of vigilance.
 
 ;
 
 This vigilance was to have
 
 its reward, beyond our highest expecand the matured plans of Admiral Sampson, perfected to the highest point during the many weeks of watching, were to have a triumphant fulfilment. At 9.30 a.m. we went to ordinary quarters. This was to be followed by general muster, and this in
 
 tation,
 
 The crew was in mustering white, and the had donned their best uniforms for the first time in many
 
 turn by church service. officers
 
 moons.
 
 we were preparing,
 
 in an orderly manner, to Sunday of the month. But been ordered otherwise. A page of history was to be made. This hour was to be henceforth memorable in the story of American triumph and progress. A mighty blow was to be
 
 In fact,
 
 carry out the fixed routine of the
 
 first
 
 I
 
 struck for freedom and justice. is
 
 soon
 
 to
 
 This southern coast of Cuba
 
 be the theatre of the greatest naval battle in
 
 all his-
 
 Half of the actors are on the scene, and the others will not keep us long in waiting. tory.
 
 ^
 
 *V
 
 *
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 The Indiana left Hampton Roads on January 14th. For nearly months we had been in Southern waters and under a tropical
 
 six
 
 sun.
 
 Through
 
 the long, weary weeks of waiting
 
 all
 
 the vigils of war.
 
 Trying times were these.
 
 we had kept But some of the
 
 excitement of battle and the glory of victory are to be ours. At 9.35 a.m. the lookout in the top sighted smoke rising from the channel and appearing over Morro. This could have but one meaning. The electric word is passed, " Enemy is attempting to escape!" It is now which battleships are built
 
 fully realized is
 
 to
 
 that
 
 be transacted.
 
 the business for
 
 How
 
 the scene
 
 changes
 
 A moment since, carrying out the Sunday routine; now the alarm gongs for " general quarters " sound in every part of the ship.
 
 Men
 
 and we go is
 
 spring to their places.
 
 to battle in our best.
 
 haste, but with
 
 every
 
 face.
 
 No
 
 made.
 
 No
 
 it
 
 is
 
 precision.
 
 mistakes,
 
 accidents occur.
 
 proud of his men, and
 
 No time to change clothing, Are we excited ? No; there Grim determination
 
 characteristic
 
 of
 
 is
 
 excitement,
 
 on are
 
 Captain Taylor should be, and is, with the discipline which pre-
 
 satisfied
 
 supreme hour. Almost instantly the black bow of the Maria Teresa, Admiral Cervera's flagship, is seen poking out at the entrance. She is firing her guns as she vails in this
 
 comes.
 
 are right in range,
 
 and her
 
 We
 
 shells go whistling overhead, or fall
 
 How they managed not to hit us will Her gunners must have been excited and
 
 in the water alongside.
 
 always be a wonder. nervous.
 
 This,
 
 or their gunnery practice does not produce would be satisfactory to an American commander. the Indiana's guns begin to thunder their reply. Our
 
 results that
 
 Now
 
 range begins at about four thousand yards, and is soon reduced to about twenty-five hundred yards, as we crowd on all speed, closing in on the enemy, according to Admiral Sampson's in-
 
 structions, impressed
 
 upon
 
 his captains through the long period
 
 of waiting, in wise preparation for just such a moment as this. We use every gun of our starboard battery, from the great 13-inch to the little one-pounders in the top. One by one the Spanish ships came out, the Teresa being followed by the Vizcaya, the Colon, the Oquendo, the destroyers Furor and Pluton in the order named. Soon all are heading in column to the westward,
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 Our ships It is to be a running fight. keeping close inshore. were disposed about the entrance from west to east in the following order: Brooklyn, Texas, Iowa, Oregon, Indiana, and Gloucester
 
 ;
 
 and
 
 in
 
 this order they entered
 
 engagement, the flagship
 
 New York
 
 being
 
 ward to participate in the early part of of these ships, let
 
 into
 
 this
 
 running
 
 too far to the
 
 the engagement.
 
 east-
 
 Each
 
 be said, took a creditable and important is little doubt that every American
 
 it
 
 There
 
 part in the battle.
 
 some time during the engagement fired at each of the The fire from our ship (as from all) was indeIt is little rapid, and constantly maintained. terrific, scribably
 
 vessel at
 
 Spanish ships.
 
 wonder that the Spaniards were so soon demoralized. To have been on the Indiana as her batteries discharged broadside after broadside of death-dealing projectiles is to understand in some faint
 
 degree the speedy and complete destruction of Spain's
 
 proud Cape Verde fleet. At this point, and until
 
 all
 
 of our ships were well out of range,
 
 the shore batteries were firing as they had never fired before. ships paid not the slightest heed to them, and only afterward did we remember that they had participated in the engage-
 
 Our
 
 American ships was to destroy Cerhad they patiently waited, and now that the opportunity has arrived, no earthly power can turn them Our signal book shows that the aside from this one purpose. only signal made during the entire engagement was that made " Enemy is attempting to escape." The at the very beginning,
 
 ment.
 
 The business
 
 vera's squadron.
 
 (
 
 of the
 
 For
 
 this
 
 oinmander-in-Chief coming up in his flagship from the eastward Every speed, saw plainly that none other was needed. ,
 
 at full
 
 knew what was to be done, and signals would It soon became apparent that each ship have been superfluous. had a certain part to perform in this swiftly moving drama of
 
 commanding
 
 officer
 
 position of the Indiana with reference to the enemy's to ships was such that it seemed wise for us to address ourselves Taylor, Captain destroyers. two the and Oquendo, Teresa, the war.
 
 The
 
 therefore, ordered from time to time that our
 
 centrated upon these vessels in turn.
 
 The
 
 fire
 
 should be con-
 
 little
 
 Gloucester,
 
 under Lieutenant-Commander Wainwright, was aggressively enWe felt that the problem would gaging both of the destroyers.
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 be simplified with the destroyers destroyed, so our secondary battery was turned for a time exclusively upon them. One of our 13-mch shells was also fired at the Pluton and struck her amidships, cutting her almost completely in half. She headed for the shore, burning fiercely and with explosions occurring in her compartments at close intervals.
 
 The combined fire of the Indiana and Gloucester now falling upon the Furor, she was sunk before being able to reach
 
 very few of her crew escaping.
 
 shore"
 
 Our
 
 upon the Teresa and
 
 fire
 
 Oquendo
 
 had experienced no cessation during the little diversion with the destroyers, but had been kept up from the great b guns remorselessly. Early in the fight a great shout went up from the Indiana as r 3 nch shells was seen to strike the port quarter of the Teresa. That this shell exploded was evident from the lets of flame which immediately sprang from every port.
 
 one of our
 
 1
 
 The
 
 fire
 
 thus started in Admiral Cervera's cabin did not cease to burn until the last vestige of woodwork had been destroyed and the iron nbs of his ship left naked and distorted. In an incredibly short space of time it was seen that the
 
 Teresa and Oquendo must share the fate of the destroyers. They were both on fire and their guns almost silenced. As we watched them, they were seen to head inshore, and the white flag was run up on each ship 1he Teresa struck first, and then the Oquendo went ashore not more than a half-mile west of the flagship.
 
 There they
 
 lay, torn
 
 flames.
 
 and beaten, a prey
 
 to the fast-devouring
 
 As we passed these ships in hot pursuit of the Vizcaya we saw their crews crowding the forecastles and efforts
 
 to get ashore.
 
 making frantic Some, from the Teresa, were dropping
 
 into a solitary boat, while others were throwing themselves bodily swimming for life. As they reached the shore they started up the mountain side, as though in dread of the explosions from their own ships. Their fears were not groundless as terrific explosions, which could only have been caused by the magazines, were seen to occur from time to time. Our natural impulse was to go to the relief of these beaten and miserable creatures, but the stern necessities of war demanded that we keep on our way until the last enemy had been defeated. The Vizcaya
 
 into the sea and
 
 4
 
 *
 
 THE BATTLESHIP INDIANA
 
 ^O
 
 gave a slightly better chase than either the Teresa or Oquendo, but in a very short time after the destruction of her sisters, she,
 
 gave up the
 
 too,
 
 fight
 
 and headed for the shore.
 
 With
 
 great
 
 the entire afterpart of the ship in a
 
 masses of flame wrapping winding sheet of fire, the spectacle was at once grand and A " sad but glorious " end for a man-o'-war. rible.
 
 When
 
 we found
 
 the Indiana got close to the Vizcaya
 
 ter-
 
 that she
 
 had received the attention of other ships of our squadron besides It is but simple truth the Indiana and had suffered accordingly. that there was nothing more needed to complete the defeat and The great victory is almost destruction of the Spanish cruiser.
 
 —
 
 —
 
 only the Cristobal Colon is still afloat and just one hour and forty minutes have elapsed since the enemy was re-
 
 complete
 
 ported to be " attempting" to escape.
 
 "Attempting"
 
 —
 
 yes,
 
 word was not used without discrimination. For some time now the Indiana had been giving her attention to the Teresa, Oquendo, and the destroyers, while the Brooklyn, Texas, and Oregon had been hastening to the westward in pursuit of the Colon, which they finally overtook and captured at The New York coming up from the eastward at this 1.50 p.m.
 
 the
 
 juncture,
 
 and seeing the battle practically over, signalled the
 
 Indiana to return and guard the entrance
 
 to Santiago,
 
 now
 
 left
 
 without any protection.
 
 Now when it appeared that our fighting was over for the day, Captain Taylor made a speech of characteristic modesty and brevity to the men, gathered without prearrangement on the forecastle: " I want to congratulate you upon your good work.
 
 We No
 
 have had a great part in putting the enemy on the beach. A mighty shout of victory, and then ship has done more."
 
 three heartv cheers and a tiger for Captain Taylor.
 
 had not
 
 left the
 
 with the grimy, slippery, well *
 
 The Captain
 
 bridge during the engagement, and was covered indescribable
 
 saltpetre
 
 deposit,
 
 so
 
 known on men-o'-war.* It
 
 was during the
 
 lull
 
 at the close of the battle, after all the
 
 ships had been beached, that the Gloucester
 
 Spanish
 
 came alongside and Lieutenant-
 
 mander Wainwright megaphoned word across [ndiana's bridge that he had orders to put a
 
 to
 
 Captain Taylor on the
 
 number
 
 on board the Indiana, including Admiral Cervera.
 
 of Spanish prisoners
 
 When
 
 the
 
 men
 
 of the
 
 MEMORABLE JULY THIRD Our way now diverges sharply from
 
 5
 
 that of the ships left in
 
 pursuit of the Colon, and for the remainder of the day
 
 history all our own.
 
 we have a Carrying out the orders just received from
 
 the Commander-in-Chief,
 
 we swung around and headed back
 
 We
 
 the old berth off Morro.
 
 tomed
 
 station
 
 had barely arrived
 
 for
 
 at our accus-
 
 when the Resolute, coming from the eastward, Guantanamo and heading
 
 reported a large Spanish battleship off to the westward.
 
 army from
 
 This information had been signalled by the The transports, which had been well to the
 
 shore.
 
 eastward during the action, were all
 
 possible steam.
 
 now seen approaching us under The coming of the Spaniard had been re-
 
 ported to them, and they were in wild flight. We could not see what Spanish battleship could be in these waters, but as the information seemed to be authentic, we prepared to meet the
 
 just
 
 enemy. A large battleship was just the kind of game we were gunning for that day, and the Captain at once decided to meet the Spaniard half-way. We started eastward full speed ahead, and soon had the satisfaction of sighting the stranger.
 
 The rapidly approaching ship showed up large, white, and This much was clear, and there seemed to be little doubt that the colors were those of Spain. We now positively a battleship.
 
 fully anticipated a single-handed contest with a
 
 foeman worthy Our guns were kept trained with care, and but the word was needed to send our shells crashing into the white sides of our steel.
 
 of the supposed Spaniard.
 
 But soon we saw a string of inter-
 
 national signals run up at the signal yard-arm, and read there the nationality and name of the ship which had caused such consternation
 
 among
 
 the transports.
 
 crew who had swarmed out of the close, hot turrets, and from other battle stations, on to the forecastle heard this, there arose a cheer of exultation at the mention of the Admiral's name.
 
 Captain,
 
 who
 
 called
 
 down from
 
 " Roys, don't cheer.
 
 The Spanish Admiral
 
 He
 
 But
 
 the bridge
 
 is
 
 did not
 
 a brave
 
 this
 
 was quickly stopped by the
 
 :
 
 man and he
 
 come on board
 
 has fought well."
 
 but if he had, the admonition of the Captain, expressing so very soon after the fight what the whole country conceded afterwards, would have insured him a courteous reception, just as the junior officers
 
 received
 
 when
 
 after all
 
 ;
 
 and enlisted men of the vanquished
 
 they were placed on board.
 
 fleet
 
 THE BATTLESHIP INDIANA
 
 5^
 
 She was an Austrian, and her name was the Maria Theresa. still kept our guns moving around to starboard, so as to bear
 
 We
 
 on the battleship, as we suspected a possible ruse. The red, white, and red of the Austrian's flag showed up clearly, and it seems just as well at this writing that the white in the flag was not discolored, so as to closely resemble the yellow centre-bar Had such been the case, there might have in the flag of Spain.
 
 been international complications. The Austrian Captain sent He was an officer on board the Indiana on a visit of courtesy. conducted to Captain Taylor on the bridge, and was surprised to learn that we had just been in action, astounded when informed of the destruction of the Spanish ships,
 
 upon finding
 
 that
 
 we had sustained no
 
 and well-nigh paralyzed casualties.
 
 While the
 
 ships were lying side by side, the Austrian band was mustered This was answered by forward and played " Hail, Columbia." was pleasantly incident an a cheer from the Indiana, and so
 
 closed which at one time bore the sinister aspect of war. It was now two o'clock in the afternoon, and officers and
 
 men
 
 We were now heading west, partook of a well-earned dinner. were sent ashore in expeditions two later hour an about and One of these was military in character and the small boats. other was to carry surgical relief to the crews of the Teresa and Lieutenant Decker was in command of the military Oquendo. expedition, and went in to where the Pluton had been run ashore and abandoned.* He went in carefully, with arms lying convenient for use, expecting possible resistance, as the
 
 wrecked Pluton
 
 was within the Spanish lines about Santiago. He soon found, however, that the few scattered Spaniards had neither means nor disposition to offer resistance.
 
 In abandon-
 
 in- their boat they had been compelled to swim ashore, and most of them were entirely destitute of clothing. Among those
 
 found by Mr. the Furor.
 
 Decker was Lieutenant Nouval, an officer from it was going down, his
 
 In jumping from his boat as
 
 had been caught in the propeller and cut off below the knee. in all were found and brought off to the Indiana, It was where they were cared for with all possible kindness. leg
 
 Seventeen
 
 Names
 
 of boats' crews at
 
 end of the eighth chapter.
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