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 PREFACE The 2011–2012 edition of American Government and Politics Today : The Essentials is a thorough revision. After all, 2009 and 2010 were historic years—they were the ﬁrst two years when the United States had its ﬁrst African American president. They were marked by the ongoing Great Recession. They were years during which a major sector in our economy—health care—was transformed in ways that we are still trying to assess. During these two years, the nation also saw an expansion in the federal government in scope, size, and regulation the likes of which had not been seen since the administration of Franklin D. Roosevelt in the 1930s and 1940s. Finally, these years concluded with one of the most dramatic and consequential midterm elections ever. The Democrats in the House of Representatives lost more seats than any party since 1938. Losses in the Senate were less severe, but the Democrats were still down six senators (and six governors). We analyze in depth the causes of this political turnaround, considering the impact of high unemployment and the perception that the Democrats expanded the role of government to an excessive degree.
 
 2010 ELECTION RESULTS INCLUDED AND ANALYZED Because we have learned that students respond to up-to-date information about political events, we have included results of the November 2010 elections. We have updated all of the text to reﬂect these results and have analyzed how the results will affect political processes at all levels of government. In each Elections 2010 feature, we place the election results in the context of the chapter’s subject matter.
 
 THE INTERACTIVE FOCUS OF THIS TEXT—PARTICIPATION Whether the topic is voter turnout, terrorism, or the problems that face the president, we constantly strive to involve the student in the analysis. We make sure that the student comes to understand that politics is not an abstract process but a very human enterprise. We emphasize how different outcomes can affect students’ civil rights and liberties, employment opportunities, and economic welfare.
 
 EMPHASIS ON CRITICAL THINKING Throughout the text, we encourage the student to think critically. Almost all of the features end with questions designed to engage the student’s critical-thinking and analytical skills. A feature titled Which Side Are You On? challenges the student to ﬁnd a connection between controversial issues facing the nation and the student’s personal positions on these issues.
 
 END-OF-CHAPTER QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION AND ANALYSIS We continue our tradition of engaging your students with a section titled “Questions for Discussion and Analysis,” which appears at the end of each chapter. This section consists of a series of ﬁve questions, each of which asks the student to explore a particular issue relating to a topic covered in the chapter.
 
 OTHER INTERACTIVE FEATURES We further encourage interaction with the political system by ending each chapter with a feature titled Why Should You Care?, along with a subsection called How You Can Make a Difference. These features show students how to become politically involved and why it is
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 important that they do so. Online exercises (found on CourseMate) for each chapter show students how to access and analyze political information.
 
 COURSEMATE—TAKING INTERACTIVE LEARNING TO THE NEXT LEVEL You will notice that on the ﬁrst page of regular text materials for each chapter there is a logo and the name CourseMate. After reading the summary at the end of each chapter, the student is encouraged to use CourseMate to review each chapter through quizzes, ﬂash cards, learning objectives, interactive timelines, crossword puzzles, and audio summaries. Through such online interactions, your students will more easily master the materials in this text and do better on their exams.
 
 SPECIAL PEDAGOGY AND FEATURES The 2011–2012 edition of American Government and Politics Today: The Essentials contains many pedagogical aids and high-interest features to assist both students and instructors. The following list summarizes the special elements that can be found in each chapter: The Politics of Boom and Bust—The nation continues to face severe economic difficulties, so we have provided this feature to show how our government and our citizens have responded to the problems. What If . . . —A chapter-opening feature that discusses a hypothetical situation concerning a topic covered in the chapter. Margin Deﬁnitions—For all important terms. Did You Know . . . ?—Margin features presenting various facts and ﬁgures that add interest to the learning process. Which Side Are You On?—A feature designed to challenge students to take a stand on controversial issues. Politics and . . . —A feature that examines the inﬂuence of politics on a variety of issues. Topics range from Politics and Ideology, to Politics and Privacy, to Politics and Social Networking. Beyond Our Borders—A feature that provides a context for American institutions by looking at the experiences of other countries. Why Should You Care?—A chapter-ending feature that gives the student some speciﬁc reasons why he or she should care about the topics covered in the chapter and provides ways in which she or he can become actively involved in American politics. Questions for Discussion and Analysis—A series of questions at the end of each chapter that are designed to promote in-class discussions. Key Terms—A chapter-ending list, with page numbers, of all terms in the chapter that are boldfaced in the text and deﬁned in the margins. Chapter Summary—A point-by-point summary of the chapter text. Selected Print and Media Resources—An annotated list of suggested scholarly readings as well as popular books, ﬁlms, and documentaries relevant to chapter topics. E-mocracy—A feature that discusses politics and the Internet and that offers Web sites and Internet activities related to the chapter’s topics.
 
 APPENDICES Because we know that this book serves as a reference, we have included important documents for the student of American government to have close at hand. A fully annotated copy of the U.S. Constitution appears at the end of Chapter 2, as an appendix to that chapter. In addition, we have included the following appendices:
 
 Copyright 2010 Cengage Learning. All Rights Reserved. May not be copied, scanned, or duplicated, in whole or in part. Due to electronic rights, some third party content may be suppressed from the eBook and/or eChapter(s). Editorial review has deemed that any suppressed content does not materially affect the overall learning experience. Cengage Learning reserves the right to remove additional content at any time if subsequent rights restrictions require it.
 
 PREFACE
 
 xxiii
 
 The Declaration of Independence. How to Read Case Citations and Find Court Decisions. Federalist Papers Nos. 10, 51, and 78. Justices of the United States Supreme Court since 1900. Party Control of Congress since 1900. Useful material is also located immediately inside the front and back covers of this text. Inside the front cover, you will ﬁnd a pictorial diagram of the Capitol of the United States. Inside the back cover, you will ﬁnd a cartogram that distorts the size of the various states to indicate their relative weight in the Electoral College.
 
 A COMPREHENSIVE SUPPLEMENTS PACKAGE We are proud to be the authors of a text that has the most comprehensive, accessible, and fully integrated supplements package on the market. Together, the text and the supplements listed below constitute a total teaching and learning package for you and your students. At CengageBrain.com, students will be able to save up to 60 percent on their course materials through our full spectrum of options. Students will have the option to rent their textbooks or purchase print textbooks, e-textbooks, or individual e-chapters and audio books, all at substantial savings over average retail prices. CengageBrain.com also includes access to Cengage Learning’s broad range of homework and study tools, including the student resources discussed here. Follow the URL below or search “Bardes” to access the book-specific resources. For further information on any of these supplements, contact your Wadsworth, Cengage Learning sales representative.
 
 Go to cengagebrain.com/shop/ISBN/053849719X to access your Political Science CourseMate resources.
 
 COURSEMATE The CourseMate for American Government and Politics Today: The Essentials offers a variety of rich online learning resources designed to enhance the student experience. These resources include video activities, audio summaries, critical-thinking activities, simulations, animated learning modules, interactive timelines, primary source quizzes, flash cards, learning objectives, glossaries, and crossword puzzles. Chapter resources are correlated with key chapter learning concepts, and users can browse or search for content in a variety of ways. NewsNow is a new asset available on CourseMate that is a combination of weekly news stories from the Associated Press and videos and images that bring current events to life for the student. For instructors, NewsNow includes an additional set of multimediarich PowerPoint slides posted each week to the password-protected area of the text’s instructor companion Web site. Instructors can use these slides to take a class poll or trigger a lively debate about the events that are shaping the world right now. And because this all-in-one presentation tool includes the text of the original newsfeed, along with videos, photos, and discussion questions, no Internet connection is required! Instructors also have access to the Instructor’s Guide to YouTube, which shows American government instructors where on the Internet to find videos that can be used
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 as learning tools in class. Organized by fifteen topics, the guide follows the sequence of an American government course and includes a preface with tips on how to use Internet videos in class. How do you assess your students’ engagement in your course? How do you know your students have read the material or viewed the resources you’ve assigned? How can you tell if your students are struggling with a concept? With CourseMate, you can use the included Engagement Tracker to assess student preparation and engagement. Use the tracking tools to see progress for the class as a whole or for individual students. Identify students at risk early in the course. Uncover which concepts are most difficult for your class. Monitor time on task. Keep your students engaged. CourseMate also features an interactive eBook that has highlighting and search capabilities along with links to simulations, animated PowerPoints that illustrate concepts, interactive timelines, videos, primary source activities, case studies, tutorial quizzes, and flash cards.
 
 APLIA Aplia is dedicated to improving students’ learning by increasing their effort and engagement with your American government course. Founded by an instructor for other instructors, Aplia offers students premium, automatically graded assignments. Aplia saves instructors valuable time they’d otherwise spend on routine grading while giving students an easy way to stay on top of coursework with regularly scheduled assignments. Available through a pin-code access, Aplia helps students learn the essential concepts of American government and apply them to real life through the use of interactive coursework that strengthens their critical-thinking and comprehensive reading skills. Organized by specific chapters of their textbook, students receive immediate, detailed explanations for every answer they input. Homework and class assignments help students come to class better prepared. Grades are automatically recorded in the instructor’s Aplia gradebook. Aplia provides customer service that’s quick, friendly, and knowledgeable. Aplia will be available for Fall 2011 classes.
 
 POWERLECTURE DVD WITH JOININTM AND EXAMVIEW® Interactive, book-specific PowerPoint® lectures—This one-stop lecture and class preparation tool makes it easy for you to assemble, edit, publish, and present bookspecific lectures for your course. You will have access to a set of PowerPoints with outlines specific to each chapter of American Government and Politics Today: The Essentials, as well as photos, figures, and tables found in the book. Media-enhanced PowerPoint® lectures—Audio and video clips depicting both historic and current-day events; NEW animated learning modules illustrating key concepts; tables, statistical charts, and graphs; and photos from the book as well as outside sources are provided at the appropriate places in the chapter outlines. You can also add your own materials—using both types of PowerPoints and your own material to culminate in a powerful, personalized, classroom or online presentation. Test Bank in Microsoft® Word and ExamView® computerized testing—A large array of well-crafted multiple-choice and essay questions are provided, along with their answers and page references. Instructor’s Manual—This includes learning objectives, chapter outlines, discussion questions, suggestions for stimulating class activities and projects, tips on integrating media into your class (including step-by-step instructions on how to create your own podcasts), suggested readings and Web resources, and a section specially designed to help teaching assistants and adjunct instructors. JoinIn™ book-specific “clicker” questions—These questions test and track student comprehension of key concepts. Political Polling questions simulate voting, engage students, foster dialogue on group behaviors and values, and add personal relevance; Copyright 2010 Cengage Learning. All Rights Reserved. May not be copied, scanned, or duplicated, in whole or in part. Due to electronic rights, some third party content may be suppressed from the eBook and/or eChapter(s). Editorial review has deemed that any suppressed content does not materially affect the overall learning experience. Cengage Learning reserves the right to remove additional content at any time if subsequent rights restrictions require it.
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 the results can be compared to national data, leading to lively discussions. Visual Literacy questions are tied to images from the book and add useful pedagogical tools and high-interest feedback during your lectures. Save the data from students’ responses all semester—track their progress and show them how political science works by incorporating this exciting new tool into your classroom. It is available for college and university adopters only. Resource Integration Guide—This guide outlines the rich collection of resources available to instructors and students within the chapter-by-chapter framework of the book, suggesting how and when each supplement can be used to optimize learning.
 
 WEBTUTOR™ ON WEBCT AND BLACKBOARD Rich with content for your American government course, this Web-based teaching and learning tool includes course management, study/mastery, and communication tools. Use WebTutor to provide virtual office hours, post your syllabus, and track student progress with WebTutor’s quizzing material. For students, WebTutor offers real-time access to interactive online tutorials and simulations, practice quizzes, and Web links—all correlated to American Government and Politics Today: The Essentials.
 
 POLITICAL THEATRE DVD 2.0 Bring politics home to students with Political Theatre 2.0, up to date through the 2008 election season. This is the second edition of this three-DVD series and includes real video clips that show American political thought throughout the public sector. Clips include both classic and contemporary political advertisements, speeches, interviews, and more. Available to adopters of Cengage textbooks, version 2.0 provides lots of added functionality with this updated edition.
 
 JOININ™ ON TURNING POINT® FOR POLITICAL THEATRE For even more interaction, combine Political Theatre with the innovative teaching tool of a classroom response system through JoinIn™. Poll your students with questions created for you or create your own questions. Built within the Microsoft® PowerPoint® software, it’s easy to integrate into your current lectures in conjunction with the “clicker” hardware of your choice.
 
 THE WADSWORTH NEWS VIDEOS FOR AMERICAN GOVERNMENT 2012 DVD This collection of three- to six-minute video clips on relevant political issues serves as a great lecture or discussion launcher.
 
 GREAT SPEECHES COLLECTION Throughout the ages, great orators have stepped up to the podium and used their communication skills to persuade, inform, and inspire their audiences. Studying these speeches can provide tremendous insight into historical, political, and cultural events. The Great Speeches Collection includes the full text of more than sixty memorable orations for you to incorporate into your course. Speeches can be collated in a printed reader to supplement your existing course materials or bound into a core textbook.
 
 ABC VIDEO: SPEECHES BY PRESIDENT BARACK OBAMA This DVD presents nine famous speeches by President Barack Obama, from 2004 through his inauguration, including his speech at the 2004 Democratic National Convention; his 2008 speech on race, “A More Perfect Union”; and his 2009 inaugural address. Speeches are divided into short video segments for easy, time-efficient viewing. This instructor supplement also features critical-thinking questions and answers for each speech, designed to spark classroom discussion. Copyright 2010 Cengage Learning. All Rights Reserved. May not be copied, scanned, or duplicated, in whole or in part. Due to electronic rights, some third party content may be suppressed from the eBook and/or eChapter(s). Editorial review has deemed that any suppressed content does not materially affect the overall learning experience. Cengage Learning reserves the right to remove additional content at any time if subsequent rights restrictions require it.
 
 xxvi
 
 PRE FACE
 
 ELECTION 2010: AN AMERICAN GOVERNMENT SUPPLEMENT Written by John Clark and Brian Schaffner, this booklet addresses the 2010 congressional and gubernatorial races, with both real-time analysis and references.
 
 AMERICAN GOVERNMENT COURSEREADER: POLITICS IN CONTEXT American Government CourseReader: Politics in Context will enable instructors to create a customized reader. Using a database of hundreds of documents, readings, and videos, instructors can search by various criteria or browse the collection, to preview and then select a customized collection to assign their students. The sources will be edited to an appropriate length and include pedagogical support—a headnote describing the document and critical-thinking and multiple-choice questions to verify that the student has read and understood the selection. Students will be able to take notes, highlight, and print content. CourseReader allows the instructor to select exactly what students will be assigned with an easy-to-use interface and also provides an easily used assessment tool. The sources can be delivered online or in print format.
 
 THE OBAMA PRESIDENCY—YEAR ONE SUPPLEMENT Much happens in the first year of a presidency, especially a historic one like that of Barack Obama. This full-color sixteen-page supplement by Kenneth Janda, Jeffrey Berry, and Jerry Goldman analyzes such issues as health care, the economy and the stimulus package, changes in the United States Supreme Court, and the effects Obama’s policies have had on global affairs.
 
 FOR USERS OF THE PREVIOUS EDITION We thank you for your past support of our work. We have made numerous changes to this volume for the 2011–2012 edition, many of which we list below. We have rewritten the text as necessary, added many new features, and updated the book to reflect the events of the past two years. Chapter 1 (The Democratic Republic)—All the features in this chapter are new. The pervasiveness of government is demonstrated in a new section. We have revised the section on “big government” based on recent developments, including the Tea Party movement. A new Politics of Boom and Bust feature provides additional Tea Party coverage. Definitions of liberalism and conservatism are updated and use attitudes toward health-care reform as examples. A final section describes the current political scene—disillusionment with the parties, and at the same time, extreme partisanship. Chapter 2 (The Constitution)—The chapter-opening What If . . . feature examines possible alternatives to the Electoral College. Another new feature asks: Just How Christian Were the Founders? Recent United States Supreme Court rulings on firearms are described in a Which Side Are You On? feature. Throughout the text, the Beyond Our Borders feature is shorter but now appears in almost all chapters. In this chapter, it provides a basic description of the parliamentary system. Chapter 3 (Federalism)—The Politics of Boom and Bust feature describes the procyclical nature of state spending in a recession. In the text, we take note of how the National Guard is now used in wartime. A Politics and . . . Education feature looks at the No Child Left Behind legislation. Finally, a new E-mocracy feature explains how to find court cases online. Chapter 4 (Civil Liberties)—New sections describe the issues of religious displays on public property and the tax treatment of religious organizations. The death penalty Copyright 2010 Cengage Learning. All Rights Reserved. May not be copied, scanned, or duplicated, in whole or in part. Due to electronic rights, some third party content may be suppressed from the eBook and/or eChapter(s). Editorial review has deemed that any suppressed content does not materially affect the overall learning experience. Cengage Learning reserves the right to remove additional content at any time if subsequent rights restrictions require it.
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 section now covers methods of execution. The material on abortion is updated. The Beyond Our Borders feature looks at Britain’s egregious libel laws. Chapter 5 (Civil Rights)—Native Americans receive new coverage in the feature The Politics of . . . History: Were Native Americans Victims of Genocide? Sections on the political participation of minority group members and women are updated, as is the material on same-sex marriage. We note recent developments concerning the Americans with Disabilities Act. Chapter 6 (Public Opinion and Political Socialization)—Public reaction to the AIG bailout is the new example of the power of popular opinion. The text adds substantial information on new media, including talk radio, cable television, blogs, and social networking sites such as Facebook. Material on the influence of demographic variables is updated. The section on the limits of relying on polling data when making policy now uses the health-care reform legislation as an example. Chapter 7 (Interest Groups)—We describe Citizens United v. Federal Election Commission, the U.S. Supreme Court ruling that independent expenditures by corporations and other organizations is constitutionally protected free speech. The text also looks at the policies of the Obama administration toward lobbyists. Chapter 8 (Political Parties)—The text now describes the recent loss of support by the Democratic Party and also updates earlier material on the loss of support by the Republicans through 2008. We examine how the Republican Party has changed under the Obama administration and consider the impact of the Tea Party movement. The Which Side Are You On? feature asks: Are the Parties Becoming Too Radical? We include new content on political polarization and on independents. For a look at the reality behind recent political rhetoric, we include the feature Beyond Our Borders: The Real Socialists. Chapter 9 (Campaigns, Elections, and the Media)—A feature now asks: What If . . . There Were No Newspapers? We provide more detail on Citizens United v. Federal Election Commission. The description of types of primary elections is more thorough. The media section provides more material on the troubles of the traditional press, and also more on how candidates have made use of the Internet. The section on press bias is updated and expanded. Chapter 10 (The Congress)—We have added substantial material on the Senate filibuster, including a description of how the practice affected the health-care legislative process. In addition to a Which Side Are You On? feature on the filibuster, we provide international context with Beyond Our Borders: The Exceptional Power of the U.S. Senate. New language explains how budgets are handled in presidential election years. The Politics of Boom and Bust feature focuses on the issue of federal budget deficits. Chapter 11 (The President)—Our account of signing statements is now based on the most recent research. Politics and . . . Terrorism: George W. Obama examines the surprising continuity between the current administration and its predecessor. We look at Obama’s views on domestic reform in The Politics of Boom and Bust: The Audacity of Barack Obama. The sections on presidential popularity and on the president’s use of social networking media are updated. Chapter 12 (The Bureaucracy)—The Politics of Boom and Bust provides a look at Keynesianism and its critics, so this important topic is addressed well before the domestic policy chapter. We include new language on regulation, and the feature Politics and . . . National Security observes that Bureaucrats Can’t Protect Us from Every Threat. New sections describe government-owned or -backed corporations in much greater detail. Chapter 13 (The Courts)—The sections that describe recent rulings by the Supreme Court are completely revised. A new section provides more ample coverage of habeas corpus and the Guantánamo prison issue. We discuss more completely the troubles that presidents have had in getting their judicial appointments through the Senate. Copyright 2010 Cengage Learning. All Rights Reserved. May not be copied, scanned, or duplicated, in whole or in part. Due to electronic rights, some third party content may be suppressed from the eBook and/or eChapter(s). Editorial review has deemed that any suppressed content does not materially affect the overall learning experience. Cengage Learning reserves the right to remove additional content at any time if subsequent rights restrictions require it.
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 New features of interest include Which Side Are You On? Should State Judges Be Elected? and The Politics of Boom and Bust: The Constitutionality of Obamacare. Chapter 14 (Domestic and Economic Policy)—This chapter is almost entirely rewritten, and now focuses on issues in dispute during the Obama years. The policymaking process uses the bank bailout bill of 2008 as an example. A matching feature is The Politics of Boom and Bust: Bailouts and the Danger of Moral Hazard. The extensive section on health-care reform is now thoroughly up to date. We have also updated the material on immigration. A new section, “Energy and the Environment,” examines our dependence on foreign oil, the global warming debate, proposed energy legislation, and the BP oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico. The economics sections contain more information on unemployment, inflation, and monetary policy during recessions. Chapter 15 (Foreign Policy)—The section on terrorism is updated based on recent research. The material on Afghanistan is expanded and updated, and the Iraq section describes the American withdrawal. Politics and . . . Social Networking: Tipping Off the Troops provides an interesting glimpse of our men and women in uniform. We update coverage of U.S. relations with Iran, North Korea, China, and Russia. The section on the Israeli–Palestinian dispute is up to date. A new section on U.S. humanitarian efforts abroad uses the earthquake in Haiti as an example.
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