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 Miller on Wanting, Intending, and Being Willing WAYNE A. DAVIS
 
 Georgetown University
 
 In "Wanting, Intending, and Knowing What One is Doing" (Philosophy and Phenomenological Research, 40, 1980, pp. 334-43), Arthur R. Miller argues that expected but unwanted consequences of intended actions are themselves intended, and concludes that wanting is not a necessary condition of intending. The premise of his argument is the following (see p. 341): If a reason R is sufficient for showing that a given act is not intent~onal,then R is also capable of functioning to identify a relevant mitigating circumstance.
 
 Miller is careful to distinguish mitigating circumstances from excusing circumstances. We may not retract our verdict that Jones is to blame for Smith's death simply because he sincerely avows that he did not mean (i.e., Intend) to do it (we may hold him culpable in virtue of negligence, for example); but surely there will be a difference between our judgment of Jones in this case and our judgment of the Mafiosi h ~ man t who successfully meets the terms of his contract in disposing of his victim (p. 340).
 
 Miller's principle is reasonable enough, but it seems perfectly compatible with the claim that wanting is a necessary condition of intending. For a person is more deserving of condemnation if he wants to perform a wrong act than if he does not want to perform it (other things equal). Miller (p. 341) says that lack of the evil desire would not constitute grounds for a lesser charge or reduced sentence in a court of law. That may be. But it would surely be grounds for at least slightly less moral rebuke. Suppose Dr. Cheapskate turns off a life support system for the purpose of saving electricity, knowing full well the patient will die; he is genuinely averse to the patient's death, but (incredibly) is even more averse to paying for the electricity. The doctor is utterly despicable, and deserves the stiffest penalty the law can mete out. He should hang. Nev-
 
 ertheless, Dr. Cheapskate would be even more despicable if he actually wanted the patient to die. Granted, the difference would not be great. But desiring evil is more evil than being insufficiently averse to it. Miller anticipates a possible objection: One might argue that absence of intention o n the part of the agent does not function as a mitigating circumstance in the kinds of cases under consideration because the agent is nevertheless willing to bring about the untoward consequence of his act. Thus, one might insist, this is why we do not o r will not let the agent off the hook in such cases (p. 342).
 
 I believe that absence of intention is a mitigating but definitely not an excusing factor when the agent is willing to perform the evil act. I further believe that Dr. Cheapskate is properly described as being willing to kill the patient but not as intending to kill the patient. Miller replies as follows: There is certainly a sense in which a person may be willing to see a certain undesirable state of affairs brought about without intending that. Thus, for example, I may be willing to see the United States become a third-rate power without thereby intending to do anything to bring this about. But the sense of "being willing to" here is more akin to acquiescing. In such cases, one may be "willing to . . ." without thereby intending anything, precisely because the person is not acting. But the sense of "is willing to" with which we are concerned is not like this at all. O n the contrary, in the sorts of cases under consideration, the agent is not simply willing to let certain things happen - in fact, he is willing to do these things, or willing to perform certain actions of which these are the certain and foreseeable consequences (p. 342).
 
 There is clearly a difference between being willing to let something happen and being willing to do something, since letting something happen is obviously different from doing something. But that hardly establishes that being willing is ambiguous. Indeed, it is hard for me to see how Miller can hold that willingness entails intention in the second case but not in the first. Be that as it may, Miller continues: And in these sorts of cases, I can see no grounds for distinguishing "A was willing to do Y" from "Y was intentional an A's part" -unless, of course, one falls back on the thesis that intending entails wanting (p. 342).
 
 There is one clear difference between "A was willing to do Y" and "Y was intentional on A's part." The latter entails that A did Y,the former does not. Suppose John tried to kill George, but failed. Then John was willing to kill George, but he did not kill George intentionally (or unintentionally). Miller should have compared "A is willing to d o Y" with "A intends to do Y" (neither entail that A will do Y), or "A did Y willingly" with "A did Y intentionally" (both entail that A did Y). There are at least three differences between being willing to d o something and intending to d o it. A may be willing both to do Y and not to
 
 do Y; but A cannot intend both to do Y and not to do Y. Kathy says she wants to go to a movie. I tell her I am willing to see Star Wars or Jaws. Then I am willing to see Star Wars, but I am also willing not to see Star Wars. I could not intend to see Star Wars, however, if I intended not to see it. If A does not expect to do Y, A may be willing to do Y but A cannot intend to do Y . Until Kathy makes up her mind, I do not believe that I will see Star Wars and I do not believe that I will see Jaws. But I am willing to see Star Wars and I am willing to see Jaws. I could not intend to see either, however. Wanting to do Y entails being willing to do Y, but does not entail intending to do Y. If I want to see Deep Throat, then I must be willing to see it; but I need not intend to see it. Intending to do something entails being willing to do it. But the facts cited show that being willing to do something does not entail intending to do it. Consequently, Miller's reply to the above objection fails. The relationship between "A did Y willingly" and "A did Y intentionally" is quite different. The former entails the latter but not conversely. Suppose a robber threatens Bob with death unless Bob hands over his wallet. Valuing life more than money, Bob complies with the robber's demand. Then Bob handed over his wallet intentionally but not willingly. His action was no accident, but someone forced or coerced him to hand over his wallet. Doing Y willingly means doing it of your own free will, while doing Y unwillingly means doing it against your will. Both entail doing Y intentionally, hence both entail intending and being willing to do Y. Bob was willing to hand over his wallet (after the threat), but his will was forced. If Bob had not been willing to hand over his wallet, he would not have done so, and would have suffered the consequences. It is similarly possible that A did Y unintentionally even though A intended to Y. Suppose Ann flips a phoney wall switch with the intention of turning on the light while accidentally stepping on a button that does turn on the light. One final comment. Miller suggest (p. 338) that Anscombe and others believe expected but unwanted consequences of intended actions are not intended solely because they believe intention entails desire. In my own case, at least, the causal connection is reversed. When I reflect on cases of expected but unwanted consequences, I have a firm "linguistic intuition" that they are not intended. I then note that this is explained by the principle that intention entails desire, which strengthens my belief in the principle. I have an even firmer intuition that the agent is willing to bring about the unwanted consequences, so I reject the principle that willingness entails desire. For example, I intend to practice the piano today. Disturbing the neighbors and making mistakes are
 
 expected but unwanted consequences. It sounds wrong to say that I intend to disturb the neighbors. It is positively absurd to say that I intend to make mistakes. It is very natural though to say that I am willing to d o these things. The goal of philosophical analysis, as I understand it, is to integrate such data into general theories. Furthermore, there are other reasons to believe that unwanted consequences are unintended, besides linguistic intuition and the principle that intention entails desire. My intention in practicing is to improve my playing, not to disturb anyone. Indeed, the expected disturbance is one reason I have for not practicing, albeit an insufficient one. But the fact that if I did A I would, as a consequence, do something I intend to do could surely never be a reason not to do A. I hope that I will not disturb the neighbors. But the statement "I intend to, though I hope I won't" is odd to say the least. I d o what I can (such as closing windows) to minimize the possibility of disturbing the neighbors. I make a great effort to avoid errors. But no one tries not to carry out their intentions. If I tell someone that I will make a mistake today, I would be understood as making a prediction, not as expressing an intention. Consequently, the question "Why d o you intend to d o that?" would be out of place. Indeed, it seems that no one ever expresses an intention to bring about expected but unwanted consequences, which would be most surprising if they were always intended. If I did announce that I intend to disturb the neighbors, you would immediately begin wondering why I wanted to disturb them. You might suspect that I had something against them. In conclusion, Miller's argument that intention does not entail desire is unsuccessful, as is his attempt to rebut the claim that we are merely willing to bring about the expected but unwanted consequences of intended action. Lack of desire is at least a mitigating circumstance. And there are clear differences between being willing to d o something and intending to do it. Finally, there are several reasons besides the principle that intention entails desire to believe that unwanted consequences are not intended.
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