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 Writing Japanese
 
 A lillie language goes a long way! It is a well -established fact that most people of average intelligence and education use a vocabulary of only five or six hundred words in going about their daily lives. The reason for this is that it is possible to express a variety of thoughts by using various fonns of a single word. Each additionaJ word exponentially increases the number of thoughts one can express. Another obvious reason why a limited vocabulary is enough to get most people through a day is because they are primarily involved in basic situations that are repeated day after day. The Japanese lang uage is especially flexible because there are so many "set" expressions found in common , everyday situations. One can, for example, express over len complete thoughts by using the different fonns of a single Japanese verb. Mastering just ten verbs and their fomls therefore makes it possible to say over one hundred things. This handy guide is designed to show how a very small vocabulary is enough to quickly and fluently communicate over 1,<X>O ideas in Japanese. And because Japanese can be easily rendered into English phonetics, virtually all problems with pronunciation can be eliminated. [IJSUlnI Japanese contains a phoneticized pronunciation guide and all the key words and ex pressions you need to cover most of the personal situations you are likely to encounter during a visit to Japan .
 
 There are four different ways of writing the Japanese language - although one of them is generally limited to foreign words written phonetically so they can be prono unced easily. These four ways are:
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