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 PHILIPPINES Intervie"w's with Manuel Quezon, President of the Philippine Senate; Sergio Osmena, Senator and ex-Speaker of the Philippine I.. ower House, and Maj.-Gen. I~eonard \Vood. Gov-ernor General of the Philippines.
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 ,FUTURE OF THE PHILIPPINES I. QUEZON ON FILIPINO SELF-RULE. "You want complete and inu11ediate independence for the Philippines?" I reillarked to President Manuel L. Quezon of the Philippine senate, perhaps the most influential Filipino leader at the present tinle. "Yes," was the reply. "You see 110 danger to the Philippines or the peace of the Pacific and the world in a withdrawal of the United States from the archipelago and its waters?" "None. On the contrary, I think untrammeled statehood for the Philippines would reinforce peace influences in the Pacific and elsewhere." "You should expect no aggression against the islands from ahy source?" "Nat from any sourte. When people talk about warlike movements against a free Philippines, they have in mind just one nation. They do not mean Russia or China or France or England. They mean Japan. Let us. therefore, consider the question of what Japan might be expected to do if the Philippines were liberated and left to their own resources. I will say at once. tnat Japan, in my opinion, '.vould n6't dream of any hostile act toward us and I wilt explain why I think so. Japan's Peaceful Purposes. "In the first place, I believe Japan to be nonaggressive. I believe both her heart and her mind urge her to international peace. I am convinced she sees no profit, only universal disaster, in war. Japan will fight, if I understand her, only to preserve her na tional security and to defend those rights and interests which seem to her in dispensable to her liberty and life. Such rights and interes ts do not beckon her far afield; they lie within the circumference of her natural and leR'itimate position in the far east. "But, for the sa ke of ar~ument. let us suppose that Japan is not peaceful,
 
 but warlike. Even then the Philippines would be of very little use, if any,. to her 1!nless sh.e contenlplated hosttle operatIons agaInst the United States or Australia, and every student of Japanese feeling, thought and policy knows. she cont~mplates no such thing. Were It otherwIse-were her instincts and ambitions really running in the direction of expansion by conquesthow could she embark upon such a course? Let us indulge in the fantastic conjecture that she desires to attack the peaceful country of the United States. If Ja.pa.n Should Attack America. "Let us forget the frightful devastation of the earthquake of 1923. Let us forget Japan's financial, industrial and social difficulties and the burdens that closely contiguous foreign prohlems place upon her statesmanship. Let us put all these things out of mind and assume that the Asiatic island empire wants to go to war with the American republic, the richest and most powerful country in the world. Japan could 110t strike from the Philippines; at the very least she would need Hawaii, and who does not realize that even so her enterprise would be desperate? The thought that Japan may some day want to attack the United States is to every sane mind too preposterous for even hypothetical discussion. "As for Australia, Japan knows that any war or attack upon that country would raise against her-on the instant and with all their wealth, armament and indomitable fighting spiritthe combined nations of th~ AngloSaxon world. If Japan Should Seize the Philippines. "Very well, then. If Japan does not want the Philippines as a. stepping stone to conquest, would she want these islands as a defensive base? I can conceive of no principle of stra't-
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 LETTER AUTHORIZING QUEZON INTER.. VIEW.
 
 '.it
 
 Ie
 
 SIMADO DE "UP.N"
 
 OFICINA DEL PRESIDENTE MANILA
 
 JUly 3, 1926.
 
 MY
 
 dear Mr. Bell:
 
 I have gone over the article which you prepared for publioation in the Ohicago Daily Newe, covering our interview on the Philippine question end other problem. of the Paoitic. I find' my views fairly portrayed therein and I am pleased to authorize you to make such use of the artiole as you may deem beat. 11th every good .lah for you ana your great new.paper, I ~ yours
 
 Ilr. Edward Prioe Bell, Usn!la Hotel, Manila.
 
 cor~1ally,
 
 egy that would cause her to covet them ~for such a purpose. It is obvious, indeed, that possession of the Philippines would be a source of weakness, not of strength, to the Japanese, if they were attacked. They have Formosa and Formosa is in the right line for their defense and nearer home. It Japan were attacked, she would not scatter her forces; she would concentrate them. If she had naval craft in Philippine waters, she quickly would withdraw them to the support of her main fleet. "If the United States removed its authority and its fighting forces from the Philippines, neither Japan nor any other power would molest us. If Japan moved against us, whether America did or did not call upon her to halt, Britain would call upon her to halt and compel her to halt. Australia's cry easily would reach to Downing street and it would be augmented by the cry of every British possession in Asia. Britain would threaten Japan, not from British home waters, but from Singapore and Hong.. kong, and if Japan had naval or military contingents here or on their way hither she speedily would recall them to her vital defensive lines. Surveying the whole horizon of possibilities, I can discern no presage of an attempted seizure of this archipelago as a result of an American withdrawal. Japanese Dislike the Tropics. "On the economic side also there is • an utter absence of incentive to Japan to incur the reprobation of the world by interfering with the freedom of the Philippines. Japan does not want the Philippines for her people. The Japanese are not a tropical people. They are a people of the temperate zones. Their whole organic and temperamental adaptation is to a climate different from that' of our latitude. If they do not like weather too cold -as they do not-neither do they like the" meteorolo9:Y of the tropics. J apanese die here in great numbers. We once had some 15,000. They came to work in the hemp fields. Probably
 
 not more than 5,000 are left. In all the centuries of the pd.st, before Spain came, during her 330 years here and since she went away, no considerable body of Japanese ever availed itself of its liberty to enter the Philippines at its own will. "Why, then, anticipate at this time an emigratory flood of Japanese in this direction? They will not come. Nor has Japan anything to gain by seeking a preferential industrial or commercial position in the Philippines. Efforts of that kind would run directly counter to her interests, and she knows it, for Japan has an enlightened people and leadership in these days. Orientals Who Are "Possessed." "What she wants in this group of islands is what she wan ts on the mainland of Asia-the open door. It prom ises her more than anything else. 'Open door' means equality of opportunity to all states, big and little, and under the regis of this principle Japan not only keeps the good will of the world, but enjoys all the material advantages appertaining to her geographical position relative to the Phil· ippines and the entir~ far east." "What would be the repercussion of Philippine emancipation in British, French and Dutch possessions in Asia?" , Mr. Quezon smiled a somewhat wry smile. UNaturally," said he, "every vindication of the ri~hts of man stimulates all who are struggling for the rights of man. Peoples do not like to be 'possessed.' They long to be free. Freedom in this archipelago, I have no doubt,' would be welcomed by and would give encouragement to all Asiatics and others under alien rute. I .hould not be surprised if Britain, France and Holland V\Tould be pleased to see the American flag continue to fly over these !slands in perpetuity. But to those nattons I witt· say a word in all friendship. It is this ~ What their subject peoples ultimately do will not be determjn~d bv anything which happens in the Philippines.
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 When Far Eastern Peoples Strike. UWhat do I mean? 1 Dlean that when the millions of the Indies, of Java and Sumatra, and of China are ripe for freedom they will take their freedom regardless of what the muse of history shall have meted out to the Pbilippines. If America elects to hold the Philippines she can hold them for all time, so far as we can see, because we Filipinos are numerically weak. But look at India! Four hundred millions of people! Forty millions in the Dutch islands-more than in unconquerable France! And China-her people are countless! When those peoples become nationally self-conscious,when they are unified and organized, no power on earth will be able to dominate them or retain so much as a toehold on their territory against their wilts." "How do you think Australasia would feel over the hauling down of the stars and stripes in the Philip. """ pines r "Very likely she would be alarmed. But I do not think her alarm would be justified in the smallest degree. White tl1en in the south Pacific fear Japan. Their fear, I am sure, has no basIs in fact. It is purely fanciful. But, as I have said, Japan would not ..dare, \vhatever might be iter desire, to start upon a career of mili taristic imperialism. She would not dar~ to trouble the Philippines ana still less Australia or New Zealand. When Colored Races Achieve Power. "If America is defensively of importance to white civilization in the southern hemisphere-as she unquestionably is-it is not because she is in the Philippines_ It is because of her tremendous, her almost measureless, strength at home, with its unmistakable implications." "What do you expect to see if and when the Asiatic peoples shalt have power commensurate with their numbers ?" cry expect to see the states of the world living together harmoniously on the basis of universal respect for their
 
 several political and territorial rights." f "You do not expect that the colored , races, by way of retaliation, will attempt to dominate white peoples?" "I do not. International education is advancing. Weare wise to-day in at least some things in which we were foolish yesterday. Our wisdom will increase with the years. Both practical knowledge and the humanities, in my !udgment, are on the march against the Ignorance and the inhumanity of which we have seen so much in history. It will be a century, if not D1ore, before Asia can stand erect in the full majesty of a strength now only potential. By that time, let us hope, the moralities of. the world, not armies and navies, WIlt be the sheet anchor of its national liberties."
 
 Fruits of Colonial Possessions. "You think colonial possessions are mischievous? " "I think they tend to breed war. It is a historical fact that they have bred war. They bred the world war. Germany came upon the international scene late. Earth's treasure grounds had been parceled out to her rivals-. She wanted colonies. She felt that her grea tness, actual and latent, demanded colonies. She was willing to fight for them. She fought and was crushed, but the world was terribly crippled in the process. Cclonies are still with Us and still a source of bitterness, unrest and possible war. Nations must give up the idea of seizure, of domination, of obtaining raw materials and trade anyhow, of force-nations must walk in the ways of humanity and justiceif they want peace." "What is your estimate of America's contribution to Philippine development ?" "It has been a great contribution. America has been remarkable not only for what she has done but also' for what she has not done affecting Filipino development. She had it in her power to practice in these is lands the creed of the military despot, and she did not do so. She co-operated \vith us in our efforts to make the Philip-
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 pines a prosperous country. She protnoted education, liberal and political. She fostered applied science. Economic and financial aid accompanied the Americans into the Philippines. All America did and all \ve did, as we consistently have been led to suppose, were predicated upon the theory that one day the Philippines would be free.· We believe the day when they ought to be- free has arrived." Disadvantages of Alien Control. "You think the Filipinos are able to maintain order and administer justice in the islands ?" "Decidedly so. What Filipino of any class or type could wish to see the American flag come down here, if he were able to believe that our ch·ilization would conle down with it" that we should have a welter of slaughter, villages on fire, people shelterless and hungry, a stricken country? " "You do not believe in alien control, however benevolent?" "No. Alien control and native progress to the maximum of native capacity are incompatible. For material and for moral reasons I am plead.J ing for the independence of my ccuntry. It is arguable, and I consider it true, that mutual benefit may accrue {or a time to a dominating country and the country dominated.. There has been this time of mutual benefit as between America and the Philippines. But, in such a conjuncture, a stage is certain to be reached at which the domina ting country begins to stand in the way of the interests, material and moral, of the country dominated. Hampering Philippine Progress. "Let us call America the most generous, as she is the most powerful, nation in the world. She always, none the less, must remain America. America must come first with AmerIcans. • , American sovereignty must be inviolate. There must be no fiscal arrangements, no fixing of channels of ("ommerce, not concordant with American interests, though such arrangements
 
 or direction might promote Philipp in e interests. We claim the right on be·· half of the people of the Philippines to consider their interests first, just as America has the right to consider American interests first. We want to make our own tariff laws and our O\V'll commercial treaties and do everything else belonging to national sovereignty exclusively with a view to what is best for the Filipinos. "That is the material side of the matter. Now the moral side, in my opinion, is still more vital fronl the standpoint of the welfare of the Fili~ pinos. As it is deadly to an individual to lack liberty, reasonable liberty, the liberty stopping only at the boundary of the liberty of ot hers, so it is dea dly for a nation to lack that liberty which stops only at the boundary of the liberty of other nations.
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